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College/School/Departments(s) Submitting Request:

Social Diversity in the United States

GEC area(s) for which course is to be considered:

Course:  ED P&L 552:  An Historical Account of the Education of Black Folk in the

     United States:  1950 to Present 

How does the course being proposed meet the general principles of the model curriculum and the specific goals of the category for which it is being proposed?

Academic programs must advance knowledge and understanding of issues of race and ethnicity, gender, social class and sexual orientation within society.  For the purposes of this proposal for P&L 552 the discussion will focus on issues of race in American society and its impact on an essential societal institution, namely  education from the Civil Rights era to contemporary society.  Reflecting on the university’s Academic Plan’s section on  A strategy to Create a Diverse University Community, we know “college students who experience the most racial and ethnic diversity in the classrooms and in informal interactions on campus become better learners and better citizens.”  (http://www.ous.edu/academicplan/strat.php).   The course will provide students with an exemplar of the role of education in society in general and in particular its impact in the history of  African Americans. 

 The course reflects an overall study of how one minority group must negotiate and struggle within a larger dominant society to advance itself.  Therefore, while it focuses on education, it tells a larger story.  The course meets the general principles of the model curriculum because it gives significant treatment to the struggle to alter an institution into becoming more pluralistic in its pedagogy and curriculum as well as diverse in its student population. Regarding meeting the specific goals of the Social Diversity in the United States category, again referring to the Academic Plan’s section on A strategy to Create a Diverse University Community,  this course assumes that students who develop a truly diverse  outlook and perspective that is healthy and positive “will be better prepared to live  and work in a multicultural society and a global economy.” 
Proposed Effective date (Quarter/Year)  _Autumn, 2008______

If your Unit has faculty members on any of the regional campuses, have they been consulted? _____NA_________________________________________________________

Have you obtained concurrence(s) from other academic units across campus that may have an interest in this course?  (attach concurrence) ______NA___________________

APPROVALS:

School/Dept/Center __________________________________________________________

College ______________________________________________________________________

Colleges of the Arts an Sciences _________________________________________________

Office of Academic Affairs _____________________________________________________

